In order to construct a performance index, that could be used in field testing of young breeding pigs, samples of gilts and of boars from the Dutch Landvace breed and the Dutch Yorkshire breed were measured 3 or 2 times. The sample sizes varied from 150 to 2 86.
INTRODUCTION
Farm testing of young breeding gilts of 5 i/2-8-months old started in the Netherlands at the end of 19 68 in the province of Limburg. During the last years this system became increasingly popular and at the moment about 10 ooo young animals have been tested. The method performed has been the usual one, weighing the animals and measuring their backfat thickness by means of ultrasonics.
In order to rank the animals the weight was corrected for age ; backfat thickness was corrected for weight. The corrected values were transformed to scores and a linear combination of both scores gave the final index.
(') Publication no. A 27 z of the Research Institute for Animal Husbandry « Schoon.oord ». In practice it turned out that the older animals -and consequently the heavier animals -usually got a higher index than the younger ones. A preliminary investi- 
